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Written submission: Consultation on the 
Draft Leaving Certificate Music specification

NCCA is redeveloping Leaving Certificate Music. The aim of this consultation is to obtain the open and honest views of all stakeholders: students, teachers, parents, and other interested parties. The feedback gained from the consultation will inform the work of the development group in preparing the final specification.
NCCA would greatly appreciate your feedback on the draft specification for Leaving Certificate Music which can be found here: https://ncca.ie/media/3ofbuiny/draft-lc-music-specification-for-consultation-en.pdf 
When providing feedback, observations or comments, please reference the specific section and / or relevant learning outcomes. 
The closing date for this consultation is 2nd of March, 2026 at 5pm. 

Data protection and open data section
NCCA is committed to protecting your privacy and does not collect any personal information about you through this written submission, other than information that you provide by your own consent. Where a respondent selects ‘yes’ to the question:  Are you consenting to be listed as a respondent to this consultation, respondents are consenting to having their name / organisation’s name published in the final report as respondents to the consultation.
Where a respondent selects ‘yes’ to the question: Are you consenting for your submission to be published, respondents are consenting to having their submission published on ncca.ie. 
Any personal information you volunteer to the NCCA will be respected and NCCA will apply the highest standards of security and confidentiality in accordance with GDPR (2016) and the Data Protection Acts (1998 - 2018). Further information on the NCCA’s Data Protection Policy can be found at https://ncca.ie/en/legal-disclaimer-and-data-protection/.
NCCA, as a public body operating under the Open Data and Public Service Information Directive (2021), is required to publish publicly funded research. In accordance with this Directive, any data from this will be anonymised and aggregated and only made available after the final report is published. This is expected to be in June 2026.  All open data is made available alongside the report itself on the website www.ncca.ie
NCCA may use the data you provide in the form of quotations. Where this happens, the quote will be anonymised.
The feedback collected through this survey will be shared with the development group responsible for the redevelopment of the Leaving Certificate Music specification. This information will be used solely to support their work. All feedback shared will be handled in accordance with GDPR.


Respondent's details
What organisation are you submitting on behalf of?
	




Are you consenting to be listed as a respondent to this consultation?
· Yes
· No
If yes, please enter the name you wish to have published in the final report.
	





Are you consenting to have the submission published on ncca.ie? 
· Yes
· No 


Rationale, Aim, and Key Competencies [p. 3-5, 9-12]
Rationale: The rationale, (p. 3) outlines the nature of Music and the role and importance of Music in realising the purpose and vision of senior cycle.
Aim: The aim, (p. 5) outlines the over-arching purpose of the subject and the relevance and expected impact of the subject on student learning.    
In your opinion, do the rationale and aim capture the overarching purpose and nature of Music; the importance of the subject in realising the vision of senior cycle and the relevance and expected impact of this subject on student learning. Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Key Competencies: Key competencies is an umbrella term which refers to the knowledge, skills, values and dispositions students develop in an integrated way during senior cycle. These competencies are linked and can be combined; can improve students’ overall learning; can help students and teachers to make meaningful connections between and across different areas of learning; and are important across the curriculum.
The draft specification sets out examples of how key competencies can be developed in Leaving Certificate Music (p. 9 - 12)
In your opinion, does this section effectively capture the development of student key competencies in Leaving Certificate Music? Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments. 
	















Strands of study and learning outcomes [p.13-26]

Course overview: The course overview sets out the knowledge, skills, values and dispositions for students in two interconnected strands: Exploring and Expressing Musical Ideas and Music in Context: Past and present. The specification emphasises a non-linear, integrated approach to learning across the two strands. 
Interwoven throughout the learning in the two strands are three integrated modes of engagement: Creating and Experimenting, Performing and Music-Making, and Listening, Appraising and Responding. By integrating these modes of engagement, students learn to develop and apply their competencies through the varied and flexible roles of being a musician. A graphical representation of the structure can be found on p.14 of the specification. 
The details of the two strands and the three modes of engagement are described on pages 13-26 of the specification. 
In your opinion, does the structure illustrate the interconnected nature of the strands and the integrated modes of engagement in an appropriate way? Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Strand 1: Exploring and Expressing Musical Ideas (p.18-22)
Please provide your views on the learning set out in this strand with reference to 
· clarity for planning for teaching and learning
· alignment with the rationale and aims
· opportunities for the development of key competencies and 
· access and challenge for all students. 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Strand 2: Music in Context: Past and Present (p.23-26)
Please provide your views on the learning set out in this strand with reference to 
· clarity for planning for teaching and learning
· alignment with the rationale and aims
· opportunities for the development of key competencies and 
· access and challenge for all students. 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Prescribed Music
[bookmark: _Int_Fk7nzc4S]The specification makes reference to a ‘prescribed music list’ (p.23). Please provide feedback / observations / comments on the key considerations for the selection of this music (scope, breadth, depth).  
	




Additional Assessment Component (AAC) (p.30-33)
The AAC in Leaving Certificate Music is called the Music Performance. This AAC provides students with practical, music-making opportunities to bring the core subject learning to life in ways that cannot be readily assessed by the written examination. 
The Music Performance AAC requires all students to perform a programme on an instrument/voice as follows:
· freely selected musical pieces/songs and 
· an original musical piece/song and 
· an unprepared musical test.
Students will complete their AAC in response to a common brief, issued annually by the SEC which will set out the requirements. Students will be assessed at either Higher or Ordinary Level. The AAC will constitute 50% of the overall marks available for the subject.   
An overview of requirements for the Music Performance AAC at Ordinary and Higher Level is outlined on page 30 of the specification. The AAC is designed to be naturally integrated into the flow of teaching and learning and to exploit its potential to be motivating and relevant for students.
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments on the AAC in Leaving Certificate Music with reference to how the AAC might motivate students, how it aligns to the learning outcomes in the specification and how it facilitates the development of key competencies. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk215819853]




Supports for Successful Enactment 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments on supports that might be needed for the successful enactment of this subject specification.
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