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Written submission: Consultation on the 
Draft Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science specification

NCCA is redeveloping Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science. The aim of this consultation is to obtain the open and honest views of all stakeholders: students, teachers, parents, and other interested parties. The feedback gained from the consultation will inform the work of the development group in preparing the final specification.
NCCA would greatly appreciate your feedback on the draft specification for Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science which can be found here: https://ncca.ie/en/senior-cycle/curriculum-developments/agricultural-science/ 
When providing feedback, observations or comments, please reference the specific section and / or relevant learning outcomes. 
The closing date for this consultation is Friday 17th April 2026 at 5pm. 

Data protection and open data section
NCCA is committed to protecting your privacy and does not collect any personal information about you through this survey, other than information that you provide by your own consent. Any personal information you volunteer to the NCCA will be respected in accordance with the highest standards of security and confidentiality in accordance with GDPR (2016) and the Data Protection Acts (1998 - 2018).  Further information on the NCCA’s Data Protection Policy can be found at https://ncca.ie/en/legal-disclaimer-and-data-protection/ 

NCCA, as a public body operating under the Open Data and Public Service  Information Directive (2021), is required to publish publicly funded research. In accordance with the Open Data and Public Service Information Directive (2021), any data from this will be further anonymized and aggregated and only made available after the final report is completed.  Further information on the NCCA’s Open Data Policy can be found at https://ncca.ie/en/open-data-and-the-re-use-of-public-sector-information/

Should you have any questions in relation to the collection or use of data in this survey, please contact the NCCA's Data Protection Officer at  dpo@ncca.ie 

The feedback collected through this survey will be shared with the development group responsible for the redevelopment of the Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science specification. This information will be used solely to support their work. All feedback shared will be handled in accordance with the GDPR. 
Respondent's details
What organisation are you submitting on behalf of?
	




Are you consenting to be listed as a respondent to this consultation?
· Yes
· No
If yes, please enter the name you wish to have published in the final report.
	





Are you consenting to have the submission published on ncca.ie? 
· Yes
· No 


Rationale, Aim, and Key Competencies [pp. 2-3, 8]
Rationale: The rationale, (p.2) outlines the nature of Agricultural Science and the role and importance of Agricultural Science in realising the purpose and vision of senior cycle.

Aims: The aims, (p.3) outlines the over-arching purpose of the subject and the relevance and expected impact of the subject on student learning.   

In your opinion, do the rationale and aim capture the overarching purpose and nature of Agricultural Science; the importance of the subject in realising the vision of senior cycle and the relevance and expected impact of this subject on student learning? Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Key Competencies: Key competencies is an umbrella term which refers to the knowledge, skills, values and dispositions students develop in an integrated way during senior cycle. These competencies are linked and can be combined; can improve students’ overall learning; can help students and teachers to make meaningful connections between and across different areas of learning; and are important across the curriculum.

The draft specification sets out examples of how key competencies can be developed in Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science (pp. 8 - 9)

In your opinion, does this section effectively capture the development of student key competencies in Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science? Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	














Strands of study and learning outcomes [pp.10-35]

Course overview: The course overview sets out the knowledge, skills, values and dispositions for students in three contextual strands and a unifying strand. The learning outcomes in the unifying strand, Nature of Science, identify the knowledge, skills, values and dispositions related to scientific practices which are essential to students’ learning about science throughout the course, underpinning the activities and content in the other strands. The learning outcomes in the other three contextual strands— Soils, Plants, and Animals—identify the knowledge of agricultural science which includes its core concepts, models and theories that explain and predict agricultural phenomena. The specification emphasises a non-linear, integrated approach to learning throughout these strands.

The specification identifies five crosscutting themes – Sustainability, Health & Safety, Policy & Economics, Technology, and Food Production. These themes, illustrated as surrounding the contextual strands, permeate and provide contexts for the study of these strands. They act as lenses through which students explore the application of knowledge from agricultural science.

The overview of the course structure is provided on pp.10-11. 

In your opinion, does the structure illustrate how students engage in agricultural science learning in an appropriate way? Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Unifying Strand: Nature of Science [pp.12 - 14] 
Please provide your views on the learning set out in this strand with reference to 
· clarity for planning for teaching and learning
· alignment with the rationale and aims
· opportunities for the development of key competencies and 
· access and challenge for all students. 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Strand 1: Soils [pp.15 - 20] 
Please provide your views on the learning set out in this strand with reference to 
· clarity for planning for teaching and learning
· alignment with the rationale and aims
· opportunities for the development of key competencies and 
· access and challenge for all students. 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Strand 2: Plants [pp.21 - 27]
Please provide your views on the learning set out in this strand with reference to 
· clarity for planning for teaching and learning
· alignment with the rationale and aims
· opportunities for the development of key competencies and 
· access and challenge for all students. 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	




Strand 3: Animals [pp.28 - 35]
Please provide your views on the learning set out in this strand with reference to 
· clarity for planning for teaching and learning
· alignment with the rationale and aims
· opportunities for the development of key competencies and 
· access and challenge for all students. 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments.
	





Additional Assessment Component (AAC) - Agricultural Science in Practice Investigation 
The AAC in Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science, an Agricultural Science in Practice Investigation, provides an opportunity for students to display evidence of their learning throughout the course, in particular, the learning set out as outcomes in the unifying strand. It involves students completing a piece of work during the course and, in Year 2, submitting for marking to the State Examinations Commission (SEC), evidence of their ability to conduct scientific research on a particular issue and to conduct an experiment on an aspect(s) of that issue by gathering appropriate primary data. The assessment has been designed to be naturally integrated into the flow of teaching and learning and to exploit its potential to be motivating and relevant for students, to draw together the learning outcomes and cross-cutting themes of the course and to highlight the relevance of learning in Agricultural Science to their lives. 

An overview of the AAC and its associated descriptors of quality are provided on pp. 39-43 of the draft specification. 


Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments on the AAC in Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science with reference to how the AAC might motivate students, how it aligns to the learning outcomes in the specification and how it facilitates the development of key competencies.
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Supports for Successful Enactment 
Please provide specific feedback / observations / comments on supports that might be needed for the successful enactment of this subject specification.
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